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Understanding the Historical Development of a Language
by Comparing it with Related Languages and Dialects

Randy LaPolla and Yang Jiangling

Abstract: This paper discusses the use of comparative data when describing a particular language,
That is, even though we might be describing one variety, we can gain insights into the de-
velopment of that variety from comparisons with related varieties, The examples presented
are from the Rawang and Dulong languages, two closely related Tibeto-Burman languages in
Myanmar and China respectively. We see that comparison with Dulong data can help us to
undefstand the development of the applicative benefactive in Rawang, and comparison with
Rawang can help us understand the development of the verbal first-person plural long vowels
and nominal agentive marking long vowels in Dulong.

Keywords: Rawang; Dulong; vowel length; applicatives; benefactive; Tibeto-Burman
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